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May 18, 2026
Dear Graduate:

One of the greatest honors for the University of Colorado Board of Regents, the institution’s governing board, is
to be part of this commencement ceremony. Your success is a success for us all. Your degree reflects not only
your dedication and talent, but also serves as a signal to the world that you possess the skill and discipline to
contribute meaningfully to any endeavor you pursue.

This commencement ceremony, like every University of Colorado graduation since 1935, will close with the
reading of the Norlin Charge. As originally expressed by former CU President George Norlin in 1935, graduation
“marks your initiation in the fullest sense of the fellowship of the University, as bearers of her torch, as centers
of her influence, and as promoters of her spirit.” Welcome to the ranks of CU’s alumni family, now more than
588,000 strong. Congratulations on achieving this milestone. Well done and well earned!

Cordially,

The Regents of the University of Colorado

THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO
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| of

Back Row: Elliott Hood, At Large, Frank McNulty, District 4, Wanda James, District 1, Mark VanDriel, District 8, Ray Scott, District 3
Front Row: Nolbert Chavez, District 7; Callie Rennison, Vice Chair, District 2; Ken Montera, Chair, District 5; llana Dubin Spiegel,
District 6



May 18, 2026

Congratulations, University of Colorado graduates! Today marks
a major milestone in your lives and a tremendous achievement.
The entire CU community stands behind you, rooting for your
continued success. With your CU degree and the many things
you’ve learned during your time here, you’re well-positioned for
the future, no matter where life takes you.

You’re now part of an extraordinary network of CU alumni
making significant contributions to their communities, the state
of Colorado, the nation and the world. Like you, | am a proud
CU alum. My education has served me well over the years.

| know yours will too.

You undoubtedly received support from others over the course
of your educational journey and | encourage you to pay it forward
as you make your way in the world. Helping others — in any
capacity — is among the most rewarding and important things you
can do in life.

On behalf of the CU community, | wish you great success and fulfillment now and in the years to
come. Again, congratulations!

Todd Saliman
President, University of Colorado



May 18, 2026
Dear Graduate,

Congratulations, on behalf of the faculty and administration of the
University of Colorado Anschutz, for the extraordinary achievements
that have brought you to this day. You have worked hard to earn
your degree, and your accomplishments have undoubtedly prepared
you well to lead at the forefront of medicine and health.

We are pleased to join with you and your loved ones to celebrate
the time-honored commencement tradition. Today, you earn a
degree from one of the leading academic medical campuses in the
world, and we hope you carry a great sense of pride with you as you
start the next chapter of your life and career.

This landmark occasion represents more than the completion of

your CU Anschutz education. Indeed, this day signifies a lifetime
of effort and commitment in pursuit of a noble profession. Today,
you join a distinguished group of CU alumni who have dedicated
their careers to service, healing and hope.

Wherever your path is taking you next, know that you carry with you the CU Anschutz
community’s support, encouragement and belief that you will contribute to a healthier world.
Indeed, you will help redefine the healthcare of tomorrow in ways we cannot yet envision. We are
proud to congratulate you on reaching this defining milestone, and wish you all the best as you
embark on the future that awaits you.

Sincerely,

Donald M. Elliman,
Chancellor, University of Colorado Anschutz



May 18, 2026
Dear Graduate,
Congratulations on this momentous achievement!

Any graduation is a reason for celebration, but graduation at this
level is an especially important accomplishment. For many, this is
the culmination of a long academic journey towards your chosen
career. Years of learning, caring and excelling have led you to this
occasion, so | hope you have the chance to take a moment and
simply enjoy it.

While graduation can seem like the destination, it is truly just the
beginning. For many professionals here, this is the beginning of a
journey of caring for and giving to others, whether that is your time,
your experience or simply a sympathetic ear. The profession of
health and healthcare, whether in the basic research or the clinical
side, all starts from a place of wanting to help people and learn
more. You have all found the niche where you can be most effective,
and | wish you all the best in your future endeavors.

Within a career of constantly looking after others, don’t forget to take care of yourself and
appreciate all that you do. Remember to celebrate the wins, big and little. There might not be as
definite of milestones as “graduation” ahead in your careers, but there is always something to
celebrate.

Again, congratulations! This is a wonderful achievement, and you all deserve to recognize your
hard work that has led you here. Best of luck in the journey ahead!

Cheers,

Ny Y

Alexandra Hays
CU Anschutz Student Senate President



THE OFFICIAL COMMENCEMENT DELEGATION
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John H. Sampson, Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs and Dean, School of Medicine
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Brian Tsuji, Dean, Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences
Michael D. Wolcott, Marshal, Assistant Dean for Student Affairs, Skaggs School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Shanta Zimmer, Joseph Addison Sewall Award



ORDER OF EXERCISES

Dr. Michael D. Wolcott, Presiding

Procession

President's Welcome

Greetings from the Chancellor

Introduction of Distinguished Guests

Presentation of the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
Presentation of the University Medal

Presentation of the Florence Rena Sabin Award
Presentation of the Joseph Addison Sewall Awards

Presentation of the President's Excellence in Teaching Awards

School of Medicine
Scott Saunders

Colorado School of Public Health
Richard C. Lindrooth

School of Dental Medicine
Shayna Sengewalt

College of Nursing
Patrick Luna

Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences
Brian Murray

Presentation of the Chancellor's Teaching Recognition Awards

School of Medicine
Matthew Rustici

Colorado School of Public Health
Alex Kaizer

School of Dental Medicine
Petros Yoon

College of Nursing
Jennifer A. Disabato

Graduate School
Chad G. Pearson

Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences
Meghan Jeffres

Pomp and Circumstance, Op. 39: No. 1, March in D Major
President Todd Saliman

Chancellor Donald M. Elliman

Chancellor Donald M. Elliman

Board of Regents

Board of Regents

Provost Laura Borgelt

Provost Laura Borgelt

President Todd Saliman

Chancellor Donald M. Elliman



Conferring of Degrees

Selected to Receive the Diploma on Behalf of Graduates in a Professional School or Program

College of Nursing
Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Patryk Wlodarczyk

Master of Science in Nursing
Hermella Yilma

Doctor of Nursing Practice
Shelby Smith

Colorado School of Public Health
Master of Public Health
Amy Nguyen

Doctor of Public Health
Makala Carrington

School of Dental Medicine
Doctor of Dental Surgery
Yoona Kim

School of Medicine
Master of Physician Assistant Studies
Madison Moffett

Doctor of Medicine
Peyton Boyd

Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences
Doctor of Pharmacy
Mackenzie Moynahan

Graduate School
Master of Science
Lauren E. Verhulst

Doctor of Philosophy
Danielle Jeffrey

Norlin Charge to Graduates
Recessional

Chancellor Donald M. Elliman
and Academic Deans

Dean Elias Provencio-Vasquez

Dean Cathy Bradley

Dean Denise K. Kassebaum

Dean John H. Sampson

Dean Brian Tsuji

Dean Jennifer K. Richer

Regent llana Spiegel



CONVOCATIONS

e Graduate School - 10:00 a.m. - Education 2 South building, Auditorium
¢ School of Medicine - 10:15 a.m. - Boettcher Commons
¢ College of Nursing - 10:30 a.m - Bonfils Circle
e School of Dental Medicine - 10:30 a.m. - SW Fitzsimons Lawn
e Skaggs School of Pharmacy - 10:30 a.m - Library Commons
e CHA/PA - 10:30 a.m. - Central Green
¢ Colorado School of Public Health - 10:30 a.m. - Parade Grounds



CITATIONS

Sue Anschutz-Rodgers
Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters

Sue Anschutz-Rodgers has always been a visionary, whether it’s been in land conservation,

civic engagement, or health research and patient care at the University of Colorado. Her generosity
has empowered and elevated ophthalmology researchers and physicians at CU Anschutz to make
a difference and improve lives.

Ms. Anschutz-Rodgers began charting her own unique path in 1987 when she assumed
management of the Crystal River Ranch near Carbondale, Colorado. Under her leadership, the
ranch became a model for sustainable agriculture. From there, she worked to bring conservation
easements to Colorado and helped establish the Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust,
which has conserved hundreds of thousands of acres of working ranchland.

Since 1982, Ms. Anschutz-Rodgers has been the chair and president of the Anschutz
Family Foundation, overseeing more than 10,000 grants totaling over $60 million that focus
on strengthening nonprofit organizations dedicated to serving Colorado’s rural and
underserved communities.

Her board work has given her a global perspective and the ability to make local impacts.
She’s served on the boards of the Jane Goodall Institute, Lewa Wildlife Conservancy in Kenya,
Crow Canyon Archaeological Center, and the Denver Police Foundation, among others.

In 2006, she established the Sue Anschutz-Rodgers Fund, which supports initiatives that promote
women’s self-sufficiency and leadership. Her philanthropy has positively impacted health care,
education, and the humanities. Among those efforts includes her dedication to vision research and
care. She endowed the Sue Anschutz-Rodgers Eye Center at the University of Colorado, allowing
researchers and faculty members to attract crucial National Institutes of Health (NIH) funding,
advance key scientific and clinical achievements, and recruit top talent.

“Ms. Anschutz-Rodgers exemplifies the highest values of the University of Colorado. Her
generosity has nurtured scientists, fueled discovery, and improved lives,” said Naresh Mandava,
MD, Sue Anschutz-Rodgers Chair in Retinal Diseases for the Department of Ophthalmology at the
CU Anschutz School of Medicine. “Because of her, we have been able to set ambitious goals with
the confidence that we have the resources to achieve them.”

Today, the eye center provides care to more than 175,000 patients each year and is the only
academic eye center within 500 miles offering every ophthalmic sub-specialty. Ms. Anschutz-
Rodgers’s philanthropy has made it possible to meet the challenges that accompany delivering
world-class care and developing new treatments.

Because of her dedication, the Department of Ophthalmology is able to create new hope for
people with sight-threatening diseases.

It is with tremendous appreciation and recognition that the University of Colorado awards Sue
Anschutz-Rodgers the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree. Her commitment, generosity,
and vision for a brighter future has left an indelible mark on Colorado and beyond.



Richard "Dick" N. Brown
Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters

When Dick Brown began his business career in the mid-1950s, he brought a belief that good
fortune comes with the responsibility of supporting deserving individuals and organizations.
Throughout his long life and with special affection for his alma mater, the University of Colorado,
he has put that belief into action.

Mr. Brown graduated from CU in 1954 with a bachelor’s degree in business and then served the
U.S. Army for two years. He chose to make Colorado his home with his then wife, Jane. Beginning
in insurance and securities, he soon collaborated with several fellow CU alumni in real estate
development in the young resort of Vail. The Browns built upon their success in Vail to launch
other real estate developments and invest in other industries. As he would say, some flopped and
some turned out pretty well. Mr. Brown often credits luck for his success, but his business acumen
shone through again and again.

In a later chapter of his life, his second wife, Joyce, received a cancer diagnosis in 2014. She
entered a Phase 1 clinical trial at the CU Anschutz Cancer Center. The treatment was successful,
and the results inspired Mr. Brown to support the clinicians, researchers, and programs that
helped her. Mr. Brown had long been active in giving to various CU programs and scholarships,
and now he began to fund its medical research.

At CU Anschutz, the Browns endowed two chairs: the Joyce M. Brown Chair for Developmental
Therapeutics in Women’s Cancers and the Brown/Moore Endowed Chair in Excellence in

the Patient Experience. Mr. Brown has contributed gifts to the Ludeman Family Center for
Women’s Health Research, which established the Richard N. Brown Family Fund for Curriculum
Development and the Richard N. Brown Family Endowed Fund for Staff Excellence. Both initiatives
expand training for MD and PhD scientists in sex and gender differences research and strengthen
the center’s operational foundation.

“Mr. Brown’s unwavering commitment and passion for advancing women'’s health research and
education have had a transformative impact on our campus and broad community,” said Dr. Judy
Regensteiner, director of the Ludeman Family Center for Women’s Health Research. “His vision
and generosity have helped embed women’s health as a core component of the mission at CU
Anschutz. He understands the importance of this work in a deep and meaningful way.”

The University, its students, and its medical patients will benefit from Mr. Brown’s generosity for
generations to come. In recognition of this extraordinary contributions, we celebrate Mr. Brown
with an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters.



Jim Hodge
University Medal

Jim Hodge is honored with the University Medal in recognition of his extraordinary leadership in
philanthropy and his enduring impact on the University of Colorado Anschutz. Over the course
of his eight-year tenure as the Associate Vice Chancellor of CU Anschutz Advancement, Jim
distinguished himself not only as an accomplished fundraiser, but as a mentor, strategic partner,
and cultural force whose influence continues to shape the campus today.

Jim brought to CU Anschutz a rare combination of deep expertise, generosity of spirit, and

an unwavering commitment to mission. He played a pivotal role in advancing the campus’
philanthropic vision, helping to secure transformative investments strengthening the institution’s
future. Among the most significant was the landmark $120 million commitment from The Anschutz
Foundation, one of the largest gifts in campus history, The campus endowment grew substantially,
and annual philanthropic support increased dramatically, laying a strong foundation for long-term
financial sustainability and impact.

Yet those who worked alongside Jim consistently note that his greatest contributions extend far
beyond financial results. He approached philanthropy as a deeply human endeavor, grounded
in relationships, trust, and shared purpose. Jim was known for his humility, compassion, and
“abundant mindset,” treating colleagues, donors, and partners with equal respect and dignity.
He served as a trusted advisor to campus leadership and a steady presence during moments of
growth and complexity, offering thoughtful counsel that helped guide critical decisions.

Jim’s commitment to mentorship and team development left a lasting imprint on the Office of
Advancement and the broader campus culture. He invested deeply in people, empowering
colleagues to grow professionally and lead with authenticity. His philosophy of relationship-based
philanthropy continues to inform how the campus engages donors and advances its mission.

Before joining CU Anschutz, Jim built a distinguished career of over 30 years in advancement
leadership at institutions including Mayo Clinic and Bowling Green State University, where he
was responsible for some of the most successful philanthropic initiatives in those organizations’
histories. That breadth of experience enriched his work in Colorado and elevated the campus’s
approach to philanthropy.

Jim’s legacy is unmistakable. The systems he strengthened, the relationships he built, and the
values he modeled continue to benefit CU Anschutz and the communities it serves. For his vision,
leadership, and profound impact, Jim Hodge is a most deserving recipient of the University Medal.



Christian Thurstone, MD, MS
Florence Rena Sabin Award

Christian Thurstone, MD, MS, Professor of Psychiatry, is this year’s recipient of the Florence Rena
Sabin Award for scientific excellence and exceptional contributions to the health of the citizens of
the State of Colorado.

As the Director of Behavioral Health Services and Correctional Care at Denver Health,

Dr. Thurstone oversees a workforce of more than 900 health care professional providing care to
about 100,000 patients annually. His leadership is backed by nearly $8 million in raised funds
for clinical innovation and 46 peer-reviewed publications focused on adolescent substance use
treatment. His impactful work includes parent-facing publication, including authorship of
“Clearing the Haze: Helping Families Face Teen Addiction.”

Dr. Thurstone’s contributions to Colorado include several “first-and-only” achievements that have
redefined care.

The STEP Program is an adolescent substance treatment program at Denver Health that he
founded in 2003. The program, which has since expanded to seven locations including six
school-based centers, serves 800 families annually. STEP is a national model for integrated,
school-based behavioral care.

Dr. Thurstone pioneered the state’s first integrated medical and psychiatric inpatient unit,
ensuring patients at Denver Health receive holistic care in one setting while promoting health
equity for people with serious

mental illness.

As a policy leader, Dr. Thurstone served on state scientific task forces to provide evidence-based
guidance for regulating marijuana. His work examining youth substance use trends and cannabis-
related psychiatric presentations informed prevention strategies.

Dr. Thurstone provided vital leadership during the COVID-19 pandemic, helping to organize the
creation of a program to address the unprecedented psychological strain on caregivers.

The Resilience and Equity through Support and Training for Organizational Renewal program,
known as RESTORE, provides 24/7 confidential emotional support and psychological first aid to
health care provides. This program expanded to reach caregivers across Colorado.

Beyond his clinical and academic leadership, Dr. Thurstone is a Lieutenant Colonel in the
Colorado National Guard. His three deployments to the Middle East earned him the Meritorious
Service Medal, and his advocacy for evidence-based prevention led to White House recognition as
an Advocate in Action.

At Denver Health, Dr. Thurstone helped develop an ongoing training rotation for enlisted Army
mental health specialists, expanding workforce capacity and military-civilian collaboration in
behavioral health care.

Throughout his career, Dr. Thurstone has been tireless in recognizing that mental health care is
an essential component of medical care, and he has established durable structures to provide
that care. His rigorous scholarship paired with a commitment to creation operations that provide
measurable systems-level benefit provide lasting benefits to our community.

Dr. Thurstone is an outstanding clinician, a dedicated mentor, a systems builder, a passionate
advocate, and a highly deserving recipient of the Sabin Award.



C. Neill Epperson, MD
Joseph Addison Sewall Award

C. Neill Epperson, MD, Professor and Chair of Psychiatry, is receiving the Joseph Addison Sewall
Award in recognition of her exceptional leadership and vision at CU Anschutz.

Since becoming Chair in 2018, Dr. Epperson has transformed the Department of Psychiatry’s
clinical, educational, and research enterprise. The department has grown from 260 to 450 faculty,
with a workforce of more than 900 employees. Its operating budget has more than doubled to over
$140 million annually, and its research portfolio now ranks among premier programs nationally.

Dr. Epperson has modernized and expanded the continuum of psychiatric care for the campus
and the State of Colorado. Under her leadership, the department has secured more than

$65 million in philanthropic support while fostering a culture of innovation, collaboration, and
academic excellence that is reshaping Colorado’s mental health landscape.

The department’s Community Practice Section now offers a broad range of specialized services,
including Women'’s Behavioral Health and Wellness, care for trauma-related disorders, treatment-
resistant depression, obsessive-compulsive disorder, early psychosis, and executive functioning
disorders. She has also expanded mental health services for CU Anschutz faculty, staff, students,
and residents.

Dr. Epperson strengthened the department’s academic and clinical mission through integration of
the Johnson Depression Center and the Brain and Behavior Innovation Centers. At the University
of Colorado Hospital, she led modernization of inpatient psychiatric care and greater integration
with specialty medical clinics. At Children’s Hospital Colorado, she partnered in recruiting the
institution’s first Mental Health-in-Chief Dr. Ron-Li Liaw, who also serves as the Department’s
Vice Chair for Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Clinical Strategy.

Nationally, Dr. Epperson has shaped psychiatric policy, standards, and scientific direction.

She served as an advisor on gender and cross-cultural issues for DSM-5, the definitive guide for
psychiatric diagnosis. She has also advised the National Academies of Sciences on reproductive
health, women’s brain health across the lifespan, and the impact of COVID-19 on women in
academic medicine. In recognition of her pioneering scholarship, she has been elected to the
National Academy of Medicine and the American Association of Physicians.

Equally important, Dr. Epperson has built a culture in which faculty and staff feel supported,
valued, and empowered to grow. Her framing of mental health as brain health has helped reduce
stigma and normalize help-seeking across the community.

The Joseph Addison Sewall Award honors individuals whose leadership and vision have had
lasting impact on the health sciences at the University of Colorado. Dr. Epperson has elevated
psychiatry and brain health across CU Anschutz, expanded care and training capacity,
strengthened research infrastructure, influenced national policy, and built enduring statewide and
national partnerships. Her impact is substantial, measurable, and lasting. She is the epitome of an
outstanding Sewall Award recipient.



Shanta M. Zimmer, MD
Joseph Addison Sewall Award

Shanta Zimmer, MD, Executive Vice Dean for Education and Professor of Medicine, receives the
Joseph Addison Sewall Award for her exceptional leadership and passionate commitment to
medical education, our learners and colleagues, and the University of Colorado.

Dr. Zimmer is an extraordinary leader driven by a strong sense of altruism, fairness, compassion,
and persistence. She leads by example and does not shy away from the toughest challenges.

Dr. Zimmer led the development and implementation of the school’s innovative new curriculum.

While maintaining the highest standards of scientific knowledge and clinical training, the content
places greater emphasis on leadership skills and understanding social factors that affect health.
The curriculum also adopts a Longitudinal Integrated Clerkship format that ensures all students

develop a patient-centered approach to care.

Directing comprehensive curricular reform is one of the greatest challenges an educational
leader can undertake. To accomplish it during a crippling pandemic is especially remarkable.
Dr. Zimmer, an infectious disease physician, was on the front lines treating patients with COVID
and volunteering at community clinics when vaccines arrived.

In 2025, Dr. Zimmer led the team that secured re-accreditation from the Liaison Committee on
Medical Education. The process is a comprehensive and rigorous peer review of all aspects of
medical education — curriculum, training sites, support services, and leadership — to determine
whether students are prepared to become practicing physicians with a commitment to lifelong
learning. The school received full accreditation for the maximum eight-year term.

During her tenure in leadership, she has managed the expansion of educational programs,
including the development of a branch campus in partnership with Colorado State University.

The school has clinical training for medical students in Colorado Springs and has expanded the
Physical Therapy Program to include a hybrid learning pathway in partnership with University of
Colorado Colorado Springs. She oversaw the transition of biomedical PhD programs to the School
of Medicine to expand class size and ensure recruitment of the highest-caliber graduate students.

Dr. Zimmer is widely recognized as a trusted mentor and collaborator whose influence extends
across departments, disciplines, and partner institutions. She approaches leadership with
humility and accountability, fostering environments where individuals feel valued, supported, and
empowered. Her vision for CU Anschutz reflects a deep commitment to academic excellence,
compassionate care, and the preparation of health professionals equipped to meet the evolving
needs of our communities.

Dr. Zimmer’s contributions have had a lasting and transformative impact on medical

education, clinical care, and institutional culture. She fully represents the ideals of the Joseph
Addison Sewall Award.
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Class of 2026

The following list of candidates is not an official record
that all candidates have been awarded such degrees.




THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
Elias Provencio-Vasquez, Dean of the College of Nursing

May 2026 Candidates

Veronika AlKanaani - Magna Cum Laude
Eyita G. Almaw

Chloe Rose Alspaugh - Summa Cum Laude
Victoria Amsberry - Summa Cum Laude
Aubierge Raissa Azondekon - Cum Laude
Victoria Baca - Cum Laude

Harper Emme Baenen - Summa Cum Laude
Savannah Michael Ballard - Cum Laude
Kyeleigh Bark

Deatra Ramsey Bear - Magna Cum Laude
Ashley N. Beck - Magna Cum Laude

Haley Becker - Summa Cum Laude

Sara Nicole Bidinost - Summa Cum Laude
Alicea Nicole Biggs - Cum Laude

Alexandra Lauren Boehler - Cum Laude
Cade Bond - Magna Cum Laude

Alexandra Rose Borgna - Cum Laude

Emily Alexandra Brouillet - Magna Cum Laude
Allison Raven Brown - Cum Laude

Alexia Marie Brunger

Marcos Bustos

Katarina Campbell - Summa Cum Laude
Nicholas Capocci - Summa Cum Laude
Laura L. Carr - Summa Cum Laude
Samantha Carrillo - Magna Cum Laude
Veronica Nathaly Castillo-Velasco - Cum Laude
Maria Cervantes Lopez

Abner Chanta - Magna Cum Laude
Alexandra Rene Chavez

Jocelyn Chavez Castillo

Vanessa Yinnel Chavez Morelos - Magna Cum Laude
Lesly Alejandra Chavez Moreno - Cum Laude
Kate Mariko Chikasawa

Hannah M. Cicione - Magna Cum Laude
Maegan Clark

Abigail Elizabeth Cluck - Magna Cum Laude
Mae Copley - Magna Cum Laude

Joseph Link Cushman

Indira Dahal - Summa Cum Laude

Susta Dahal - Summa Cum Laude

Estefania Delgado

Logan Devereaux - Cum Laude

DaylLee Megan DeWitt

Karina M. Dominguez - Cum Laude

Chelsea Morsira Dominic - Magna Cum Laude
Mikaela Janelle Eberl - Summa Cum Laude
Serkalem M. Emiru

Jordan Elizabeth Erickson-Hernandez - Cum Laude
Elizabeth Megan Rose Evergreen

Grace Louise Freza - Magna Cum Laude
Jorge Galdamez Claros - Cum Laude
Elizabeth Garcia - Magna Cum Laude

Ariana Alina Garcia - Magna Cum Laude
Raudel Garcia Hernandez

Regan Garske

Trinaty Ariana Graff - Magna Cum Laude
Ciara Greene - Summa Cum Laude
Samantha Gregg - Cum Laude

Jacquelyn Guardado-Avelar - Cum Laude
Sarah Ann Gustafson - Cum Laude

Nicole Alexandria Haddad - Cum Laude
Jennifer Hamer - Magna Cum Laude

Kirsten Elizabeth Heckmann - Magna Cum Laude
Samantha Heffernan - Cum Laude

Caralea Juline Holmberg

Chinwe Horton - Cum Laude

Francis K. Huynh - Summa Cum Laude
Dennis E. Ixcajo - Cum Laude

Amethyst Johannes - Cum Laude

Victoria Selestina Juarez

Jenna Kapushion - Cum Laude

Jordan Adler Killen - Summa Cum Laude
Chloe Kosmas

Lamandra Kuck - Magna Cum Laude

Allison Lape - Summa Cum Laude

Florence N. Lasut

Hailey Michelle Lathrop - Summa Cum Laude
Maya Kennedy Lawrence

Anilyse Elizabeth Lawson

Analisa Lorquet

Emily Ann Luhman - Magna Cum Laude

Nina Falonne Mago - Cum Laude

Makenzie Annmarie Maker - Magna Cum Laude
Steven Martinez-Torres - Cum Laude

Honors designations are based on grades through fall 2025 and pending final spring 2026 grades
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Addison Day McClish - Magna Cum Laude
Paige Elizabeth Mclver - Magna Cum Laude
Aliona Mirochnikov

Eliana Mora - Cum Laude

Brianna Mraz - Cum Laude

Katherine Murphy - Summa Cum Laude
Laurel Anne Nance

Alexandra Trinh Nguyen - Summa Cum Laude
Hailey Han Nguyen

Phuong-Anh Le Nguyen - Cum Laude

Laura Nadine Nichols - Cum Laude

Aidan F.W. Ottoni-Belval - Magna Cum Laude
Jaduan Owens - Summa Cum Laude

Emily Jin Park - Magna Cum Laude

Kelsey Park - Summa Cum Laude

Soyeon Park - Magna Cum Laude

Bailey Nicole Parton - Cum Laude

Callista Nicole Peeff - Cum Laude

Suzie Pham - Cum Laude

Elizabeth Phillips - Summa Cum Laude
Brianna Morgan Pierce - Cum Laude
Claudia Pinedo

Elias Pizano-Mendez - Cum Laude

Megan Pohs - Magna Cum Laude

Madhuri Tibola Rai - Cum Laude

Autumn Rassmussen - Cum Laude

Valeria Rivera Molina - Magna Cum Laude
Jordan Elizabeth Roberts - Summa Cum Laude
Noelle Wendy Roe - Cum Laude

Delaney Rubenstein - Summa Cum Laude
Sidney J. Ruiz - Summa Cum Laude

Ellyn Rustad - Summa Cum Laude

Kylie Quinn Ryan - Summa Cum Laude
Morgyn Lee Salter - Cum Laude

Elise Michele Scrivnert - Summa Cum Laude

Erin Settles - Magna Cum Laude

Lidet Shiferaw - Cum Laude

Levi Simon - Summa Cum Laude

Rachel Skalla - Cum Laude

Kaitlyn Skeie

Abigail Marie Smith - Magna Cum Laude
Caroline Diana Smith - Magna Cum Laude
Samantha Squellati - Cum Laude

Regina Stacho - Magna Cum Laude
Megan Stein - Cum Laude

Nicole Elizabeth Tamang - Summa Cum Laude
Esward Agmay Tetteh

Yalitza Topete - Cum Laude

Jazmin Clarissa Torres - Cum Laude

Elliot M. Towne - Magna Cum Laude
Viviane Tran - Cum Laude

Caroline Jones Uko-Etuk

Joaquin Undurraga-Tate - Cum Laude
Olena Usatiuk - Summa Cum Laude
Alexander Ryan Valdez

Brittany A. Valencia

Madison K. VandeBurgt - Summa Cum Laude
Lillia Kathryn Vaughn

Tiana Monique Warner

Krysten Welsh - Cum Laude

Alissa S. Williams

Katherine Patricia Williams - Magna Cum Laude
Sarah Elizabeth Wilson - Cum Laude
Patryk Andrzej Wlodarczyk - Cum Laude
Taylor Worley - Magna Cum Laude

Yi Zi Wu

Isabelle Yang - Cum Laude

Kiersten E. Zakoff - Cum Laude

Emma Irene Zanetell-Hodge - Cum Laude
Melia Kimberly Zepeda

Honors designations are based on grades through fall 2025 and pending final spring 2026 grades
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THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
Elias Provencio-Vasquez, Dean of the College of Nursing

May 2026 Candidates
Alison Louise Altomari
Katelyn M. Bagtaz

Lily V. Baker

Jennifer Marie Berg
Lauren Echols Biss
Jenna Kristine Black
Lisa A. Brooks

Nicole Brooks

Lindsay Burhop

Joy Marie Burnette
Marinda Eap Chhay-Baldi
Moira Dohan

Natasha Dwyer

Laura E. Dye

Lesley Tenielle Evans
Pamela Renae Fauchet
Britney Elise Ginn
Nathan Granillo
Delaney Haese

Dana Harris

Samara Linn Hembree

Miguel David Hernandez-Inzunza

Morgan Hinds

Elizabeth Ellis Hosaka
William Grant Hurley
Joelle Yun Jennings
Sarah Elizabeth Johnson
Darien Louise Kase
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Annabelle Lee

Rose Grace Lenzo

Marie Elizabeth Lin

Alex Alfredo Lizama
Meghan Madden
Stephanie Aiko Massey
Katharine Anne Moraca
Jami P. Naples

Thu Anh Nguyen

Ruth L. Pappas

Flossie Richmond

Brianna Jill Riggio

Maya Rizk

Tori Simone Rutherford
A.J Salimbeni

Joseph Christopher Scarpino
Megan Simenson

Aaron Stuber

Audrey Elizabeth Swiderski
Bisrat Ysmashewa Tadesse
Joseline B. Torres

Ledia Tuquabo

Robyn N. Van Zile

Sonja Alicia Vellinga

Erin Marie Watson

Kelsey White

Hermella Wolde Yilma



THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE
Elias Provencio-Vasquez, Dean of the College of Nursing

May 2026 Candidates

Elias Attipoe
Clicks to Discharge: A Nurse-Led Early Ambulation Protocol Using AM-PAC and JH-HLM Tools

Kristi Jean Azeez
Program Evaluation of the Syphilis Screening for the Pregnant Patients at Denver Health
Emergency Department

Jessica J. Campion
Enhancing Health-Related Quality of Life and Patient Activation: An Education and Coaching Centered

Health Promotion Program Evaluation

Caitlin Melissa Cartmell
Impact of Staff Nurse Decisional Involvement on Patient Safety Outcomes

Erin K. Core
Mindful Meditation in the ALS Population

Brittany Deanne Croop
Improving the Transition from Pediatric to Adult Epilepsy Care for Young Adults with Complex
Epilepsy: A Quality Improvement Project

Olivia Grace Docter
Improving Postpartum Diabetes Screening Rates Through a Structured Clinical Protocol

Christy Lynnae Estoll
Vaginal Breech Birth Education Program

Emily Ezra
Formative Evaluation of the Disaster Behavioral Health Surveillance Dashboard

Gina Ferrari
Improving Transition to Insulin Pump Therapy

Charlene Fields
Learn, Lead, and Level Up: A School Nurse Learning Series

Margaret Forbes
An Evaluation of the Impact of Bedside Education and Structured Clinical Onboarding for Nursing

Karen Lynn Gentile
Bridge-to-Care: A Bilingual SmartText and QR Code Strategy to Increase Referral Completion Rates

Amanda Gravett
Improving Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Vaccination Uptake Among Postpartum Women:
A Quality Improvement Initiative for Midwifery Patients at UCHealth

Anora Harris
Delabeling Amoxicillin Allergy in Urgent Care

Hannah Angeline Lee
Implementation of a clinical reasoning workbook to enhance novice advanced practice provider clinical

reasoning skills

Robbi Danielle Nichols
Reducing NICU Admissions Through a Neonatal Hypoglycemia Pathway: A Quality Improvement Initiative
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Elena Ollis
Increasing Confidence and Competence of Novice Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioners via

an Enhanced Mentorship Within a Fellowship Program

Jennifer Pliska
Quality Improvement Project for the Implementation of a Clinician Safety Checklist for the Correct
Evaluation of Pregnancies of Unknown Location

Katherine Cashman Porter
Improving the screening and identification of patients with Perinatal Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PPTSD) in Labor and Delivery

Jennifer Rosen
Growing Futures: Training School Nurses to Support the Health and Wellbeing of Pregnant and
Parenting Youth

Ashley Seguin
Enhancing Perinatal Mental Health Pathways Through Bipolar Disorder Screening and Referral: A
Quality Improvement Project at a Midwifery Clinic

Shelby Lynn Smith
Screening for Childbirth Related Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Using a Validated Screening Tool

Jessie Smith
Improving Uptake of Expedited Partner Therapy (EPT) for Chlamydia in a College Health Clinic

Linda Staubli
Development and Evaluation of a Coordinated Care Plan Program to Decrease Acute Care Utilization
in Super High Utilizers

Caroline A. Sunkle
Evaluation of the Clinical Nurse Transition Program

Leah Ja'el Thompson
Implementing Nurse-Led Breastfeeding Education for Pregnant Mothers in an Urban Qutpatient OB
Clinic: A Quality Improvement Project

Heather Waghelstein
Leveraging Annual Wellness Visits to increase Advanced Care Planning

Jessica H. Worth
Social Integration and Personal Care Ability through a Stroke Survivor Support Group

Emily Ann Ziniel
Formative Evaluation of the Disaster Behavioral Health Surveillance Dashboard
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THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Cathy Bradley, Dean of the Colorado School of Public Health

August 2025 Graduates
Najma Abdi

Kristen Autret

Lisa Burnam

Alexz Carpenter

Cailey Cimera
MahimaDahal

Sarah Dailey

David Davis

Dominick DeMarsico
Emery Duet-Champagne
Andrea Dwyer

Jillian Ellermann

Tatum Flatt

Kavya Ganuthula

Charlie Graves

Grace Greathouse

December 2025 Graduates
Andrew Ballard
Anita Bancroft
Lindsey Barkow
Olivia Brandt
Ryan Brubaker
Mandi Burcl

Mia Carlotta
Daniel Casillas
Patricia Castillo
Kelsey Clark
Amanda Counter
Saeideh Dadras
Siyat Dubat
Olivia Eatherton
David Feenstra
Tiasha Fernando Bachrach
Alana Hicks
Megan Hollister
Summer Huang
Bilquees Jamali

May 2026 Candidates
McKenzie Adams
Alexandra Grace Allen
Macy Eloise Ting Ambrose

Karina Hernandez
Azalee Hoffbauer
Phu Duc Vinh Huynh
Ryanna Padilla
Pranav Padmanabhan
Shannon Papalia
Jennifer Peers

Laura Porras-Holguin
Anupriya Rajendiran
Tamia Rios

Kamrin Robinson
Laura Silverboard
Amelia Staniszewski
Liam Starr

Cortney Steele

Juan Vargas

Joey Kim

Carrie Elizabeth Ledn
Andrea Lopez Tzun
Nicole McDaniel
Avery McEntire

Molly McKinney-Holcomb
Kelly Medina-Pacheco
Grace Morgan

Kelly Nash

Paris Saenz

Alina Sanchez

Abigail Schmidt

Kacie Schrum

Cecilia Smith

Lance Sommer

Asma Taheri

Sean Vieau

Gabriela Walters
Marianna White

Allison Renee Armstrong
Brandon Arnold
Jessica Alicia Ayala
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Liz Baylon Trejo

lan Beren

Rebecca Blackwood
Kassi Marcelle Bohan
Daniel Jay Butler
Jessica J. Campion
Ravi Chauma

Hyewon Cho

Eliza Cinca-Joseph
Lauren Cochenour
Morgan Crawford
Lauren Crowley

Cinthia Gabriela Cruz Godoy
Rachel Marie Culli
Jackson Ray DeCook
Madeline DiFlora

Kaley Lee Dodd

Agnes Eldo

Cody Marisa Elizalde
Jacquelyn Fitzgerald
Jenny Footle

Leigh Foster

Madalyn Olivia Frank
William John Donohue Fraser
Jake Gamboa
Meadhbh Maeve E. Gannon
Uriel Gastelum

Ellen Goffi

Kaitlin Goldstein

Erika Marcela Gonzalez-Padilla
Karla Guerra Santos
Spencer Lee Hageman
Marin Haluza

Gretchen Hansten
Nicole Hepp

Victoria Hernandez
Miranda Host

Jordan Ashley Huff
Sarah Clair Jackson
Hunter Kelly

MalLasia Kelly

Anna Kenyon

Emma Kingsbury
Cullan Andrew Kirwan
Grace Melinda Knowles
Aurora Faye Koren

Robyn T. Kramer

Sarah Ngoc Le

Kaiya Hope Leamy
Ellianna Leah Lederman
Logan Christopher LeGard
Elisha Lynn Lehrhoff
Rebecca Lennon

Kara Elizabeth Linder
Abigail Lister

Zachary Littrell

Ainsley Mae Lotito
Hunter Low

Maria Macias

Keiko Masamori

Lucas Medsker

Brenda Mendoza Ortega
Steven Christopher Miller
Marissa Morales
Guadalupe Nabor Vazquez
Marissa Vittoria Nardella
Rhiannon Nez

Amy Dang Nguyen
Sabrina Nogula

Stanley Ozongwu

Leila Marie Panossian
Joshua David Pasek
Nathaniel Adrian Reams
Kaitlyn Clara Richards
Kalex Robledo

Maria Fernanda RodriguezRueda

Noelle Leah Romero
Maria Salm
Alexandra Marie Santiago
Caitlyn Schreiner
Sophia Semenjuk
David Shapiro
Abigail Shimelis
Jessie Smith
Kathryn Spence
Carol Ann Stamm
Sydney Stradling
Bex Streit

Ashley Telega

Hao Tian

Lasana Trawally
Maria Anne Tucker
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Kelly Valdez

Addison Lorraine Vande Plasse
Faith Wahl

Kelsie Christine Waldon
Katherine Walsh

August 2026 Candidates
Madison Paige Chamberlain
Tycelin Lea Champagne
Irmina Mawuna Clarke

Ivana Sekandé Clarke
Kaitlyn Coons

Maverick Rose Harley Eberlin
Peyton Eitemiller

Rebecca C. Englert

Manel Felfli

Dania Yukiyo Furuya

Kaitlin Goldstein

Victoria Makkiya Gonzalez
Arixa Irahise Heredia Herrera

Hannah Mae Wilson
Kate Wimmer

Kieran John Wohlfarth
Skye Ziegler

Orion Isaiah Zuni

Cecelia Koetting

Summer MacAdam Gorham
lan Kenna McKinzey
Christine Noelle Miller
Cintia Noemi Miramontes Torres
Hannah Park

Cesar Rosales Cordova
Angelica Serrano

Jordyn Jolynn Stapleton
Jyoti Thapa

Ashley Michelle Urbom
Neha Venkatesh

Alexandra Vigil

THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Cathy Bradley, Dean of the Colorado School of Public Health

August 2025 Graduates
Jessica Butler
Julia Pangalangan

December 2025 Graduates
Devin Elizabeth Miller

May 2026 Candidates
Makala Destiny Carrington
Shenazar Esmundo

August 2026 Candidates
Chelsea Walker-Mao

Hannah Louise Walters
Chelsea Ann Wesner

Nicole Reed

Jennifer Paola Villalobos Gonzalez

Johnny L. Williams, Il

19



THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF DENTAL SURGERY
Denise Kassebaum, Dean of the School of Dental Medicine

May 2026 Candidates
Madison Rae Amspacker
Madison Riley Anderson
Natalie June Anderson
Bridget Bailey

Andrew Dean Ballard
MaKayla Marie Bender
Cale Andrew Bigelow
Tanner P. Boatman

Noah William Booth
Summer Cheyenne Booth
Emily Bui

Sydney Christine Cabrera
Molly Lowe Carmichael
Jason Clark Carter
Sydney Champaigne
Joanna Chen

Kiersten Cimino

Emily Marie Clair

Michela Colavita

Joshua Mark Crane
Roosvely Rubi Diaz Delgado
Lajessie Fonsur Dinh
Anthony T. Drees

Henry James Dunkleberger
Jaidaa Elbezry

Sarah Lucia Estrada
Kyler Ray Garrison

Ehsan Hajyhosseini

Maria Alejandra Hernandez Castafieda
Amy Josuanny Hernandez
Paige Hofstad

Anastasia Horvath

Clare Marie Houliston
Bruna Lemos Kennedy
Victoria Ann Kennedy
Sina Khaledi

Monica R. Khazaal
Yoona Kim

Chloe Grace King

Samira Kiwan

Mia Eileen Kluesner
Taylor Kluttz
Mackenzie Korbel
Katherine Lynn Larson
Chau Uyen Le

Thy Ka Le

Cody Gong Leong
Anna M. Lindquist
Henry Manning
Jannae C. Mehaffey
Evan Menke
Brittany Ann Meola
Sydney Miller
Sandie Minne

Lillian Mary Nacke
Gamlet Oganesean

Riley Michael Richard Petersen

Mason Michael Peterson
Ben George Posthumus
Abriana Prince
Stephanie Mengna Qi
Zachary David Reber
Trevor Rick

Julia Emma Sakiewicz
Ibram Samuel

Matin Sanaei

Adam John Schneemann
Nicholas Jeffery Seago
Andrea Faye Shill
Andrew Snow

Kalee Shae Soehnlen
Riley Jane Spillar
Kiersten Nicole Stack
James Stamps

Hien X. Tran

Marissa Chris Vigil

Xindi Wang

Alexis Washington
Joshua Wilson
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THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES
John H. Sampson, Dean of the School of Medicine

May 2026 Candidates
Paula Mariel Abila

Leslie Baldwin

Terah Kaye Barnes
Abigail Mallie Baur

Emily Shay Blood
Jacqueline Grace Boian
Julia Budetti

Michelle Musso Castro
Karissa Crespin Abele
Kirstin Heather DiMauro
Robyn Farrell

Lacey Claire George
Shannon Adelle Gilmore
Maggie Jayne Hatfield
Jasmine Jynae Hawkins
Mikaela Hawley

Ashlee Aanisah Huff
Christopher Charles Huffman
Aliexandra Scott Johnston
Leslie Isabel Karas

Ryan LaGreca

Samantha Elise Lettenberger

Hannah Reasoner Madden
Erica Lane Maggelet
Chasmine Malabanan
Renata Marins Motta Bath
Taylor McNair

Maggie Anne Metzger
Bianca Liz Michel
Madison Moffett

Kaitlyn Grace Muhlbauer
Alondra Murillo

Emily Isabella Myers
Cuong Huy Nguyen
Jacenda Colleen O'Dwyer
Annie June Osbourn
Grace Nicole Rogge
Aubrey Lynn Sewell
Morgan Theresa Smith
Natalie Marie Stock
Caitlin Nichole Toniazzo
Mahima Susan Varghese
Marissa Eileen Wyan
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THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF MEDICINE
John H. Sampson, Dean of the School of Medicine

May 2026 Candidates
Brandon David Abell
Catherine G. Aber

Mike Akaraphanth

Iden Amiri*

Chiagoziem Anigbogu
Tochi Anioke

Sandra A. Appiah

Sarah Ashley

Yasaman Naemi Baghshomali
Jake Baldasare

Taylor Barg

Cameron Basquez-Pfeifer
Ligia Batista

Cameron Daniel Flores Bean
Mark Beatty

Andrea Bennett

Alli Bevel

Linde Bischak

Caitlin M. Blades

Kaylee Pensel Blevins
Peyton Myles Boyd
Hannah Bradsell

Amelia Burch

Spencer Buted

Gabiriella Canty

William Canty

Melissa Lynn Carpenter
Ariyani Challapalli

Erica Chan

Timothy Chang

Emily Chao

Daniel Mu-En Chien
Rehan Choudhury*
Kimberly Christnacht
Joshua Cobb

Adam Cochran

Rebekah Joy Coelho-Shumskiy
Tyler Cohan

Evangelia Constantine
Kylie Conway

Emmanuel Cruz

Chanise Kenika Cyrus
Mackenzie Fielding Davis

*December 2025 Graduate

Rebekah A. Davis

Anna De Schutter

Mara J. Demuth

Morgan Dewey

Vivian Love Duarte
Pedro Jacob Duenas, llI
Lance Dzubinski
Nicholas A. Felan

Caleb Fiebig

Carly Elizabeth Forest
Thomas Eldon Forman
Sydney Fry

Daniel S. Fu

Kavya Reddy Ganuthula
Elizabeth Garcia Creighton
Ledya Gebrehiwot
Emily Reed Germany*
Timothy Ghan

Luana Gnatenco

Emma Margaret Golden
Sophia Goldin

Elizabeth Golding
Matthew Gologorsky
Maksym Goryachok
Emily Green

Harrison Green

Bryan Courtland Gutman
Anna Heewoo Ha
Gabriel Haw

Nell Hawkins

Emily Hay-Arthur
Garrett Healy

Taylor Elizabeth Heap
Helena Gabrielle Heister
Ryan Rachel Elizabeth Hemond
Brady Hogan

Keifer Holcomb

Joseph Hsieh

Andrew Oliver Hull
Kayvon Jabbari

Jessica Barclay Jarrell
Charles Johnson
Kristina Emery Johnson
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Katharine Mary Haltiner Jones

Vijay Joshi

Noah Joseph Keime
Kelsey Theresa Kines
Gina Rose Kwak

Emily King Lakey
Monisha Lensink-Vasan
Catherine Liggett
Jacob Morgan Lilienfeld
Hei-Yong Grant Lo

Max Lookabaugh
Katharine Lunde*
Tiffany E. Maksimuk
James William Manor*
Aditya Mantha*

Nicole McCaw

Morgan McCord
Brandon Middlemist
Nickole Moon

Ethan Moore

Jenny Ngo

Lily Nguyen

Khoa Ngoc Nguyen
Allison Joy Nielsen
Jeffrey Richard Olson
Madeline Olson

Jaclyn Orehova

Cole Ossian

Jessica Brigitte Oudakker
Kevin Paik

Dennis Lenny Pales
Austin Pan

Dongjoo Park

Pritika Parmar

lan Harris Pelto

Grace Catherine Perry
Katherine Ann Plummer
Nicolas Green Quan
Jake Read

Amy Reyes

Caitlin Kuehner Robinson*
Jennifer Romero

*December 2025 Graduate

Caleb Rosa

Micaela Roy

Eric Sallinger

Ixchel Salter
Alessandra Santiago
Haider Sarwar
Margaret Saxon*
Quinn Scallon

Julia Schaffer

Tristan Seawalt
Edwige Sewavi
Brenda Seymour
Joanna Shad

Kyla Shade

Ananya Shah

Josiah Shaw

Omer Siddiqui

David Siller
Navsharan Singh
Nathaniel Phillip Skillin
James Wesley Smith
Kayla Sompel

Robert Stegman

Cody Stein

Adam Robert Stevens
Jenae Stutzman

Kim Ngan (Lina) Tat
Grace Elyse Thompson
Kumar Thurimella
Peter Malcolm Van Os
Thien Thanh Angela Vu
Fady Sameh Wassef
Michelle Leigh Wehbe
Mariah Marilyn Werner
Morgan Mary Wharton
James Austin Wilson
Priya Wolf-Treadway
Elexia Wright

Taylor Lindsey Yamauchi
Cassidy Teo Yoshida
Owen Zielinski
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THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHARMACY
Brian Tsuji, Dean of the Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences

August 2025 Graduate
Juby O. Thuruthumaly

December 2025 Graduate
Sana Samra

May 2026 Candidates
Yasmeine Abbassi

Ro'a Abdelgadir

Laila Amani Adl

Lillian S. Afrifa

Aaya M. Al Kassi

Douha M. Al Kassi
Haitham Alanbaky

Hala Alizzi

Ayobami Deborah Balogun
Cyara Alexys Brooks
Allison Rachel Burback
Kiri Carmody

Marcos Fenandez Carreon
Perez Doriangeli Castellano
Melda Evelyn Chambers
Christopher Kwoon Sing Chan
Michelle Daly

Angelina Delabbio

Nicole Leigh DelLeon
Sharmin Dianatnejad
Jay-Quan Nickai Dill
Alexander Quang Do
Madison Ashley Edwards
Ahmed Elazab

Shehab Elhaddad

Gregory Filipowski

Trevor L. Fitzgerald
Jessica Marie Folsom
Sidonia Machinia Gagnon
Robert Dennis Gale

Liza May Fernandez Grunkemeyer
Nina Adoma Gyasi

Melina Harris

Moriah Joy Hart

Lucia Hoang

Zehra Hrbatovic

Isaiah Hunter

Meaghan N. Ireland
Jalen Kobe Jackson
Unnum Khan

Mitsy Ledesma

Diane D. Lee

Ethan R. Lentz

Ashley Elizabeth Lindell
Bryan Loew

Ava Clare Lyons

Jazmin Danai Maceo
Allison Anne Maisells
Mya Leah Maliyevsky
Deontay Natiano Martinez
Jenna Mayer

Andrew Garrett Maynor
Tess Marie McGill
Alexander R. McHugh
Kumiko Xena Morris
Mackenzie L. Moynahan
Jennifer Ngo

Mai Tram Ngoc Nguyen
Quynhtram Catherine Nguyen
Benjamin Michael Ntalamu
Jacob Sky Olaerts
Eduardo Ornelas

Ronak Ajitkumar Patel
Cynthia Perez

Khanh L. Phan

Soraya Piyanat
Raymond Arroyo Porras
Zachary T. Principe
Abubakr Ragab

Nori Rickaby

William Tait Roach

Neil Paco Royx
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Andrew T. Rukavina
Mackenzie Elise Ryan
Mariah Alyiah Sandoval
Courtney Kristen Seele
Keyla Judith Segovia Medina
Samantha Shen
Khokolah Sherzad
Simarta Kaur Sidhu
Yonas Shimelis Simme
Amrita Kaur Singh
Grayson Michael Smith
Dorsa Hannah Soltanieh
Hannah Jordan Sosa
Ellen McCall Stevens
Laura Analyn Stricker
Evan Tait Sutherland

Kelly Hoan-Kim Nguyen Trinh
Fernanda N. Vazquez-Castillo
Chia Howe Wang

Yue Wang

Liam Joseph Birchmore Watts
Abigail Ann Westra

Hailey White

Tabitha Paige Willden

John Paul Williams

Gabriela Wimperis

Karolina Anna Wisniewski
Katelyn Yadao

Benjamin David Young
Sheren Zaidawi

Michael John Zupko

25



THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE
Jennifer K. Richer, Dean of the Graduate School

May 2026 Candidates
Ananya Alfred

Rula Al-Saloom

David Angarita, Jr.
Kiana Argenta

Nour Mazen Awad
Sydney Conchita Azar
John Barriga
Katherine Berall
Michael Brown

Emily Bun

Elise Carter

Natalie Carter

Inaya Champion
Dongjoon Ethan Choe
Sofia Cordoba Christensen
Tristan Martin Cobb
Kaili Breann Curtis
Marianne Desir

Paola Garcia Gonzalez
Grace Georgiou

Jon Richard-Charles Goetzke
Ella Margaret Hagopian
Madeline Halseth
Trent Holland

Hollie Maddocks
Shaye Mathias
Obianuju Mba

Allison Taylor McGuire
Brittany McVicar
Isabelle Meredith
Lacey Mesia

Joshua Miller

Carly Morris

Paige Moseley

Zoe Sophia Moss
Chelsie Leigh Moyer
Joseph Nagel

Gracyn Virginia Lee Nelson-Reid

Isabela Neves
Bindi Patel
Akanksha Ravindra Pawar

Bioengineering

Bioengineering
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Bioengineering

Biomedical Science and Biotechnology
Modern Human Anatomy
Modern Human Anatomy
Modern Human Anatomy
Biomedical Basic Science
Genetic Counseling
Bioengineering
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Modern Human Anatomy
Modern Human Anatomy
Microbiology and Immunology
Bioengineering

Microbiology and Immunology
Palliative Care

Biomedical Basic Science
Bioengineering

Modern Human Anatomy
Biostatistics

Genetic Counseling
Biomedical Science and Biotechnology
Bioengineering

Biomedical Science and Biotechnology
Palliative Care

Modern Human Anatomy
Genetic Counseling
Biostatistics

Bioengineering

Modern Human Anatomy
Modern Human Anatomy
Bioengineering
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Palliative Care

Biostatistics

Microbiology and Immunology
Biomedical Science and Biotechnology
Palliative Care

Pharmaceutical Sciences
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Aleya Peji

Lilia Ponton

Joseph Quinn

Kayla Briann Robledo
Jaelynn Faith Roesler
Angel Mario Sebastian Santos De Leon
Shikha Saxena

Andrew Schmidt

Justin Edward Selbert
Brian Keith Shaver
Madison Sipes

Peyton Smith

Skylar Astrid Suarez
Jordan Makayla Swartz
Alec Teel

Lauren E. Verhulst
Namgyal Wangmo
Michael Warchol
Angus McRae Warren
Emma Catherine Watkins
Madison Weathers
Ezra Meyer Weible
Lucas Wilkinson

Justin Wong

Modern Human Anatomy
Palliative Care

Palliative Care
Biostatistics
Bioengineering
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Bioengineering

Palliative Care
Biostatistics
Bioengineering

Genetic Counseling
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Bioengineering
Biomedical Science and Biotechnology
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Modern Human Anatomy
Palliative Care
Biomedical Science and Biotechnology
Palliative Care
Epidemiology

Genetic Counseling
Biostatistics

Modern Human Anatomy
Pharmaceutical Sciences

THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN CLINICAL SCIENCE
Jennifer K. Richer, Dean of the Graduate School

May 2026 Candidates
Sydney Ariagno
Joshua Cockroft

Maya Haasz

Angela Metcalf

Kenji Tanaka
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THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Jennifer K. Richer, Dean of the Graduate School

May 2026 Candidates
Marwan Abdallah Abushawish - Immunology
NR,A, Controls an Epigenetic Program that Limits the Fate of Tumor-Specific CD8+ T cells

Shelby Andersen - Microbiology
Discovery, Function, and Evolution of Recombinase-Associated Antiphage Defense Systems

Jessica Irene Beynor - Immunology
Elucidating the Role of Estrogen Signaling in the Head and Neck Squamous Cell Carcinoma
Tumor Immune Microenvironment

Katherina Cortes - Computational Bioscience
When Structure Shapes Discovery: Standards, Bias, and Predictions in Biomedical Knowledge Graphs

Lauren Mary Cozzens - Cancer Biology
Determining the Roles of SEMA7A and SOX9 in the Postpartum Mammary Gland and Breast Cancer

James Edward DiLisio - Immunology
Hybrid Insulin Peptides: Antigen Discovery and Induction of Tolerance to CD, Neoepitopes

Hongyu Du - Biostatistics
Time-varying And Multilevel Functional Regression Models For Survival and Scalar Outcomes In Large
Epidemiological Studies

Lucas Duncan - Bioengineering
Unfinished Business: A Comprehensive Risk-Based Approach to Medical Device Translation

Stephanie Eramo - Structural Biology and Biochemistry
Understanding Chromatin Dynamics at the Levels of Structure, Regulation, and Disease to Develop
Novel cfDNA Biomarkers

Rochelle Flayter - Nursing
Nursing Research Priorities in Geriatric Trauma: Secondary Analysis of the National Trauma Research
Action Plan Panels

Mikaela Follmer - Cell Biology, Stem Cells and Development
Snare Proteins and Intracellular Calcium are Required for BMP Release from Epithelial Cells

Kimberly Gillen Gagnon - Neuroscience
Influence of Myelin Loss and Repair on Motor Cortex Circuit Function Underlying Skilled Behavior

Shilpa Elsa George - Pharmaceutical Sciences
Novel Approaches for Drug Delivery to the Anterior and Posterior Segments of the Eye

Nicholas Alexander Hulett - Integrated Physiology
Determinants of Skeletal Muscle Bioenergetics in Type 2 Diabetes:
The Roles of Sex and Extracellular Matrix
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Alya Hussain - Structural Biology and Biochemistry
Septin Proteins: Evolutionary Adaptation, Higher Order Structures, and Associated Diversity in
Cactophilic Fungi

Adriana lvich - Bioengineering
Machine Learning Approaches for Characterizing and Addressing Missing Cellular Signals in
Cancer Transcriptomics

Danielle Jeffrey - Pharmacology
Potassium Channels in Brain Microvascular Homeostasis and Cerebral Small \Vessel Disease

Nora Kakati - Nursing
Relational Harmony in Tune: Exploring Psychological Safety as Convergent Caring Praxis within
Interprofessional Collaborative Care Teams

Elizabeth Kaye - Bioengineering
Characterizing and Predicting Lung Injury Associated With Ventilator Interactions In Murine Acute
Respiratory Distress Syndrome Models

Katherine Kichula - Human Medical Genetics and Genomics
Characterizing Genetically Polymorphic Natural Killer Cell Receptors and Assessing Their Role in
Human Pregnancy

Sol Kim - Cell Biology, Stem Cells and Development
Development and Dysfunction of the Meningeal Arachnoid Barrier

Alexandra Lucas - Pharmaceutical Sciences
Viral Mutations and Drug Delivery: Bridging Molecular Mechanisms to Therapeutic Solutions

Joseph Magno - Immunology
Chimeric CD3Z:MYD88 T Cell Receptors Restrain Exhaustion and Promote Persistence of Adoptively
Transferred T Cells

Abraham Martinez - Cancer Biology
A Centriolar Satellite-RNA Binding Protein Pathway Regulates Centriole Overduplication

Charlie Moffatt - Molecular Biology
Massively Parallel Reporter Assays Reveal Mechanisms of RNA Localization

Jessica Murphy - Biostatistics
Improving Rare Genetic Variant Simulation Software and Case-Control Association Methods that
Incorporate External Controls

Obed Ofori Nyarko - Integrated Physiology
Notch and WINT Activation Uniquely Cause DCM in Children: A Pathway to New Therapeutics

Jacob Pellinen - Clinical Science
Brain Structure and Cognition in Newly Diagnosed Focal Epilepsy

Rebecca Roth - Neuroscience
Mechanisms for Lipid-Mediated Modulation of the Acid-Sensing lon Channel 3
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Rachel Sachs - Molecular Biology
TPGS1 Regulates Central Spindle Microtubule Glutamyilation and Remodeling During Telophase
and Abscission

Wolfgang Edward-Von Schleicher - Cell Biology, Stem Cells and Development
Assembly and Stewardship of the Primary Cilium: Consequences for Signaling in Trisomy 21

Matthew David Sergison - Neuroscience
Age Related Dysfunction in the Auditory Brainstem and Cochlear Synaptopathy Underlie Binaural
and Spatial Hearing Deficits

Erik Serrano - Computational Bioscience
Software and Methods for Advancing Phenotypic Drug Discovery with Image-Based Profiles

Steven Christian Shaw - Microbiology
Type I Interferon Signaling in Hematopoietic Cells Impairs Neutrophil Antibacterial Function in
the Middle Ear During Viral Co-Infection

Carissa Sherman - Human Medical Genetics and Genomics
Integrating Community Perspectives and Pharmacogenomics to Advance Precision Medicine with
American Indian Populations

Elizabeth Spear - Microbiology
Understanding Structural and Molecular Characteristics Important for Viral Noncoding RNAs

Megan Maurine Stumpf - Immunology
Meapping the p62 Mutational Landscape and Protective Antibody Responses During Chikungunya
Virus Infection

Alicia Tanneberger - Bioengineering
Engineering Distal Lung Models to Study Human Pulmonary Fibrosis

Wesley Thornton - Rehabilitation Science
Midsagital Tissue Bridges and Walking Recovery in Individuals with Traumatic Spinal Cord Injury

Anna Margaret Van Keuren - Structural Biology and Biochemistry
Engineering Small-Molecule-Induced Switches to Control Protein Engineering and Intracellular Transport

Alice Eva White - Epidemiology
Enteric Disease Across the Lifespan

30



ACADEMIC DRESS

The tradition of the academic costume apparently began
during the twelfth or thirteenth century in the early European
universities.

Since the clergy comprised the majority of the educated
class, academic dress is an adaption

of the cope or mantle, which was usually silk

or wool, and worn by church dignitaries in religious
processions.

Through the years, great diversity developed in color and

in style of cap, gown and hood. In 1896 the colleges and
universities in the United States adopted a uniform code
governing

academic dress.

While it is not apparent to the observer, the gowns worn

by the recipients of the various degrees vary somewhat in
design. The sleeves of the gown worn by the baccalaureate
candidate are long and pointed, while the sleeves of the
gown worn by the master's degree recipient are square

at one end with a slit at the elbow. The doctor's gown has
flowing sleeves with three bars of velvet and a facing of
velvet down the front of the gown.

Those who are receiving a master's or doctoral degree from
the University of Colorado wear hoods lined with the school
colors, silver and gold. The hood worn by the doctoral
candidate differs in design from that of the master's as it
has side panels and is slightly longer. The velvet border of
the hood indicates the degree and usually follows the same
code as the color

of the tassels.

The Oxford cap, usually referred to as a mortar board, has
a long tassel which is fastened by a button on the top. The
color of the tassel on the cap indicates the field of study.
Architecture-Violet

Arts-White

Business-Sapphire Blue

Child Health Associate/ Physician Assistant-Dark Green
Dental Medicine-Lilac

Education-Light Blue

Engineering-Orange

Environmental Design —Violet

Fine Arts-Brown

Law-Purple

Library/Information Science-Lemon Yellow
Medicine-Green

Music—Pink

Nursing-Apricot

Occupational Therapy-Ink

Pharmacy-Olive

Physical Therapy-Teal

Public Affairs-Peacock Blue

Public Health-Salmon Pink

Science-Gold

Silver and gold cords designate students who have served
in Student Senate.

THE NORLIN CHARGE TO GRADUATES

(From the Baccalaureate address by President George Norlin of the University of Colorado, June 1935)

“You are now certified to the world at large as alumni
of the University. She is your kindly mother and you her
cherished sons and daughters.

“This exercise denotes not your severance from her, but
your union with her. Commencement does not mean,
as many wrongly think, the breaking of ties and the
beginning of a life apart. Rather it marks your initiation
in the fullest sense into the fellowship of the University,
as bearers of her torch, as centers of her influence, as
promoters of her spirit.

“The University is not the campus, not the building on
the campus, not the faculties, not the students of any
one time-not one of these or all of them. The University
consists of all who come into her and go forth from her
halls, who are touched by her influence and who carry on
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her spirit. Wherever you go, the University goes with you.
Wherever you are at work, there is the University at work.
“What the University purposes to be, what it must always
strive to be, is represented on its seal, which is stamped
on your diplomas-a lamp in the hands of youth. If its light
shines not in you and from you, how great is its darkness!
But if it shines in you today, and in the thousands before
you, who can measure its power?

“With hope and faith, | welcome you into the fellowship.

| bid you farewell only in the sense that | pray you may
fare well. You go forth, but not from us. We remain, but
not severed from you. God go with you and be with you
and us.”



2026 SENATE EXCELLENCE AWARDS

OuTsTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD Elizabeth Ung and Annalise Sturno, Women in STEM
STUDENT LEADER OF THE YEAR Lauren Morris
STUDENT ORGANIZATION OF THE YEAR National Community Pharmacists Association (NCPA)
STUDENT ORGANIZATION ADVISOR OF THE YEAR Michael Wolcott, PharmD,

Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences

SPIRIT OF ANSCHUTZ AWARDS

Jimmy Tangchittsumran
Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences

Marissa Vigil
School of Dental Medicine

Natasha Barton
School of Mediicine

Patryk Wlodarczyk
College of Nursing

Sophia Hubartt-Gundelach
Colorado School of Public Health

Lauren Verhulst
Graduate School

Gabe Lefkowitz
Physical Therapy Program

Jennifer Ambrosio
Anesthesiology Assistant Program

Abbigayl Burtis
Office of Research Education

University of Colorado Distinguished Professor

Marc Moss, MD
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