
 
CURRICULUM VITAE 

Susan Calcaterra MD, MPH, MS 
 

1. Biographical Sketch 
Contact Information 1216 Race Street 
 Denver, Colorado 80206 
 Cell: (248)-703-5947 
 Email: susan.calcaterra@ucdenver.edu 
  
2. Education 
8/1995-5/1999 University of Michigan 
 Ann Arbor, Michigan 
 Bachelor’s Degree of Art, Spanish  
  
8/2000-6/2002 Wayne State University 
 Detroit, Michigan 
 Master’s Degree of Medical Science 
  
8/2003-6/2007 Wayne State University 
 Detroit, Michigan 
 Doctorate of Medicine 
  
8/2010-5/2012 University of Colorado School of Public Health 
 Aurora, Colorado 
 Master’s Degree of Public Health, Epidemiology 
  
3. Training 
7/2007-6/2010 University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, School of Medicine 
 Aurora, Colorado 
 Internal Medicine Internship and Residency 
  
8/2010-5/2012 University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, School of Medicine 
 Aurora, Colorado 
 Primary Care Research Fellowship 
  
7/2017 to 6/2018 University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, School of Medicine 

Department of Family Medicine 
 Aurora, Colorado 
 Addiction Medicine Fellowship 
  
4. Academic Appointments and Affiliations  
9/2012-05/2017 Assistant Professor of Medicine 

Department of Medicine, Division of General Internal Medicine 
Affiliate Member of the Department of Medicine, Division of Hospital Medicine 
Affiliate Member of the Department of Psychiatry 

 University of Colorado, School of Medicine 

mailto:susan.calcaterra@ucdenver.edu


 Aurora, Colorado 
  
7/2017-6/2018 Instructor Fellow of Addiction Medicine, Department of Family Medicine 

University of Colorado, School of Medicine 
Aurora, Colorado 

  
8/2018- Assistant Professor of Medicine, Department of Medicine, Division of General 

Internal Medicine 
 University of Colorado, School of Medicine 
5. Clinical Positions 
7/2012-05/2017 Hospitalist 
 Department of Medicine  
 Denver Health Medical Center 
 Denver, Colorado 
  
9/2018- Director, Addiction Medicine Consult Service 

University of Colorado Hospital 
  
6. Honors/Recognitions/Awards 
6/2019 Toby and Mort Mower Visiting Scholar to Ben Gurion University of the Negev, Beer 

Sheva, Israel 
 

10/2018 Appreciation Award for Outstanding Commitment and Leadership.  
SGIM Mountain West Region President. 
 

4/2018 2018 Ruth Fox Scholar Awardee. This award provides a scholarship to attend the 49th 
American Society of Addiction Medicine Conference (ASAM). 
 

12/2017 Journal of Hospital Medicine’s most highly rated peer reviewer (top 10%) for 2017 
based on timeliness of reviews, thoroughness and constructiveness. 
 

10/2017 Appreciation Award for Outstanding Commitment and Leadership.  
SGIM Mountain West Region Chair. 
 

12/2016 ‘National Trends in Pharmaceutical Opioid Related Overdose Deaths compared to 
other Substance Related Overdose Deaths: 1999-2009’ was one of the five most 
highly cited papers during 2014 and 2015 from the Journal of Drug and Alcohol 
Dependence. 

  
12/2016 ‘The Hospitalist Perspective on Opioid Prescribing: A Qualitative Analysis” was the 

Editor’s pick as the top four social media articles of 2016 from the Journal of Hospital 
Medicine. 

  
9/2014 Outstanding Researcher Award, Denver Health, Division of Hospital Medicine 
  
10/2009 Association for Medical Education and Research in Substance Abuse Travel Award 
  
7. Invited Lectures  



6/19/2019 University of Colorado, Pharmacy Grand Rounds. “Clinical Pearls in Addiction 
Medicine.” Aurora, Colorado 

  
6/6/2019 Ben Gurion University of the Negev and the Regional Alcohol & Drug Abuse 

Research (RADAR) Center. “Too Much of a Good Thing: When the Medical and 
Recreational Use of Marijuana becomes a Public Health Crisis.” Beer Sheva, Israel. 

  
3/5/2019 University of Colorado, Department of Medicine, Division of Hospital Medicine 

Grand Rounds. “Trends in Substance Use among Hospitalized Patients & 
Opportunities for Improved Outcomes.” Aurora, Colorado. 

  
02/25/2019 University of Colorado, Department of Psychiatry, Clinical Liaison Fellow Didactics. 

“Pain Management in Opioid Use Disorder.” Aurora, Colorado. 
  
10/20/2018 Colorado American College of Physicians (ACP). “Opioid Best Practices Across the 

Spectrum of Opioid Use.” Aurora, Colorado. 
  
5/9/2018 University of Colorado, Department of Psychiatry Grand Rounds Lecture.  

“Cannabis Related Emergency Department Visit and Hospital Encounters in a Safety-
Net Hospital.” Aurora, Colorado.  
 

3/15/2018 St. Joseph’s Hospital and Medical Center, Department of Medicine Grand Rounds 
Lecture. “A Primer in Addiction Medicine.” Phoenix, AZ. 
 

11/2/2017 Department of Family Medicine, Education and Certification Training.. “Medication 
Assisted Therapy for Opioid Use Disorder. Buprenorphine Mechanism of Action, 
Indications for Use and Induction.” Aurora, Colorado. 
 

4/6/2017 University of Colorado, Department of Medicine Research and Innovation 
Conference. “Opioid Prescribing During Hospitalization and Its Impact on Future 
Opioid Use”. Aurora, Colorado. 

  
8. Career Development Activities 
9/2017- current Research in Addiction Medicine Scholars Program (RAMS). The NIDA funded RAMS 

Program aims to develop skills in addiction medicine research among physicians 
from ABAM Foundation-accredited addiction medicine fellowship programs or 
addiction psychiatry fellowship programs across the United States. 
 

1/2017-12/2017 Junior Faculty Mentor Program (JUMP). University of Colorado, of Medicine.  JUMP 
is a series of integrated workshops designed to give junior faculty members the skills 
needed to successfully mentor residents or fellows. 

  
8/2016-7/2017 Women’s Leadership Training Course, University of Colorado, School of Medicine.  

The purpose of this course is to provide leadership training to women faculty at the 
University of Colorado. This course offers curriculum taught by outstanding leaders 
from the University faculty. Participants are selected by course leaders and 
participate in a series of seminars throughout the year. 

  



7/2014-6/2016 Clinical Faculty Scholars Program, Colorado Clinical and Translational Sciences 
Institute (CCTSI), University of Colorado. This two-year program offers guided 
project development, educational seminars, grant writing classes, and mentorship to 
help emerging investigators obtain a career development award. In addition, each 
Faculty Scholar is supported by their department to have 50% of their time protected 
for the two-year period. 

  
9. Membership in Professional Organizations 
 Society of General Internal Medicine (Member since 2012; Regional Meeting Chair 

for the Mountain West Region-2016-2017; President for the Mountain West Region 
2017-2018) 

  
College on Problems of Drug Dependence (CPDD). Member since 2018. 

  
10. Committees, Service Responsibilities and Boards 
National Committee  
4/2017 to 4/2018 Society of Hospital Medicine. Committee to develop inpatient opioid prescribing 

guidelines for hospitalized patients with acute pain following an in-depth literature 
review using the AGREE guidelines. Associated publications listed below.  
 

Society Appointments  
11/2016 to 10/2017 2017 Meeting Chair and President Elect 
 Society of General Internal Medicine, Rocky Mountain Region 
11/2017 to 10/2018 President  
 Society of General Internal Medicine, Rocky Mountain Region 
11/2018 -  Outgoing President  
 Society of General Internal Medicine, Rocky Mountain Region 
School of Medicine 
7/2016-6/2017 

 
Healthcare Interest Program Mentor. Denver Health Medical Center 
Mentored an undergraduate student from a disadvantaged background for one year.  
The main purpose of this program was to give exposure to the health care setting 
and provide mentorship opportunities for the students.  This student was accepted 
into a Masters of Public Health Program. 

  
Departmental (Department of General Internal Medicine) 
12/2018 to present 
 
 
 
 
 
3/2017 to present 

Development of a Multidisciplinary Group to Determine Best Practices for the 
Treatment of Endocarditis Among Patients Who Inject Drugs. This multidisciplinary 
group includes key persons from the departments of social work, nursing, addiction 
medicine, ethics, palliative care, infectious disease and cardiothoracic surgery to 
determine treatment plans for high risk patients with injection drug use.  
 
Development of a Buprenorphine and Methadone Recommendation to Treat 
Opioid Withdrawal in Hospitalized Patients.  This is a recommendation for hospital 
providers to avoid forced opioid detoxification and treat opioid withdrawal 
symptoms with an opioid agonist, methadone, at a maximum of 40 mg per day, to 
prevent symptoms of severe opioid withdrawal, treat patients compassionately and 
prevent overdose deaths following hospital discharge. 
 



2/2017 to present Inpatient Addiction Medicine Consultation Service.  This project included four in 
person or telephone interviews with the Director of the inpatient addiction 
consultation services at Johns Hopkins, UMASS, Boston Medical Center and OHSU as 
well as extensive research on measures outcomes to assess the impact of such a 
service on a healthcare system. A formal document with these data was drafted and 
presented to the Department of Public Health at DHMC for consideration. Our aim is 
the create an inpatient addiction medicine consultation service to include the 
psychiatry department, and measure key outcomes, including change in 30-day 
readmission, emergency department visits, length of hospital stay, provider and 
patient satisfaction among others.  
 

11/3017 to present Prescription Drug Monitoring Program. Pilot Implementation and Assessment of 
OpiSafe on physician desktop, a program designed to pull data from the PDMP and 
present to providers in a concise and meaningful manner. Outcome measures 
include physician survey pre/post implementation and change in opioid prescribing 
pre/post implementation at DHMC primary care clinics. 
 

4/2016 Chronic Opioid Therapy Management Rapid Improvement Event. Denver Health 
Medical Center. The focus of the event was to align current practice for managing 
chronic pain with best practice changes coming from the CDC, CMS and Colorado’s 
Quad Board (Medicine, Nursing, pharmacy and Dentistry) 

  
11. Licensure and Board Certification 
2018 to present Addiction Medicine board certification (active) 
2017 to present Buprenorphine DATA 2000 License Waivered (active) 
2010 to present Colorado State Medical License (active) 
2010 to present Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) License (active) 
2010 to present American Board of Internal Medicine certification (active) 
  
12. Review and Referee Work 
2014 to present Peer Reviewer for Journal of Substance Abuse 
2016 to present Peer Reviewer for Journal of Hospital Medicine 
2017 to present Peer Reviewer for Drug and Alcohol Dependence 
2015 to present Substance Use and Mental Health Disorder Workshop Peer reviewer for Society of 

General Internal Medicine 2015, 2016, 2017 Annual Conference 
2015 to present Substance Use and Mental Health Disorder Abstract Peer reviewer for Society of 

General Internal Medicine 2015, 2016, 2017 Annual Conference 
2016 to present Peer Reviewer for Society of General Internal Medicine, Mountain West Region 

2016, 2017 Annual Conference 
  
13. Teaching Record 
 
2011-2017 
3-4 times per year [3 
month blocks] 

Teaching Addiction Medicine Consult Service. Fellows attend on the addiction 
medicine consult service 2-3 times yearly for 2-3 months per session. 

  
2019-present Ward Teaching Attending-Denver Health Medical Center. 



3-4 times per year [1 
or 2-week blocks] 

Attend daily on the general internal medicine wards at Denver Health for two-week 
blocks rounding with residents, interns, and students as well as preceptees.  Perform 
work/teaching rounds, formal teaching of the team.  I typically rank in the top 10 to 
15% of teaching attendings that the house staff have encountered 

 
14. Mentees 
5/2019-present 
2017-2018 
2015-2017 

Catherine Callister, MD. Development of a resident Addiction Medicine Cirriculum 
Alyssa Forber, MS. Master’s Thesis Review Committee 
Anne Drabkin MD - Mentored in qualitative methods   

 Under my mentorship, Dr. Drabkin co-authored a manuscript accepted for 
publication:  Calcaterra SL, Drabkin AD, Leslie SE, Doyle R, Koester S, Frank JW, 
Reich JA, Binswanger IA. The Hospitalist Perspective on Opioid Prescribing: A 
Qualitative Analysis. J Hosp Med. 2016 

 Under my mentorship, Dr. Drabkin also had an abstract accepted for 
presentation at the SGIM 2016 Annual Meeting titled, “Physician Education is 
Lacking in Inpatient Management of Acute and Chronic Pain” 

15. Grant Support 
2/2018- Colorado Clinical and Translational Sciences Institute 2019 Co-Pilot Award. This 

grant aims to assess current barriers to delivering evidence-based opioid use 
disorder treatment in the hospital setting by conducting focus groups sessions with 
physicians, social workers, nursing staff, pharmacist at a university hospital and a 
safety net hospital. 
 

11/2018- Upper Payment Limit (UPL) funding from the University of Colorado Medicine (CU 
Medicine). “Addiction Treatment for Medically Complicated Patients” to support 1.2 
FTE for a hospitalist physician, 1.0 of a licensed clinical social worker/certified 
addiction counselor and 1.0 of a peer recovery coach to provide addiction treatment 
for hospitalized patients with substance use disorders.  The grant will support at 
least three years of funding. 
 

9/2017-present Research in Addiction Medicine Scholars Program. Funded by the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse (NIDA) R25DA033211. The Research in Addiction Medicine Scholars 
(RAMS) Program aims to develop skills in addiction medicine research among 
physicians from ABAM Foundation-accredited addiction medicine fellowship 
programs or addiction psychiatry fellowship programs across the United States. The 
RAMS Program is intended to make important contributions to the development of 
the next generation of addiction physician researchers to provide better care for 
patients with and at risk for addictive diseases. 
 

8/2016-7/2017 (Completed) Micro Grants Program with University of Colorado Department of 
Medicine.  This grant funded a quantitative study to examine the impact of the 
legalization of recreational marijuana use on emergency department visits and 
hospital admissions to a large, safety-net hospital in Denver, Colorado. 
 

8/2015-7/2016 (Completed) Small Grants Program with University of Colorado Department of 
Medicine. This grant funded a quantitative study to extract and clean data from a 
large data warehouse to begin the development of a prediction model to identify 
patients at high risk for chronic opioid use.  



 
11/2014-10/2015 (Completed) Small Grants Program Denver Health Hospital. This grant funded a 

qualitative study using interviews with hospitalist physicians to understand factors 
related to opioid prescribing at the time of hospital discharge.  
 

4/2013-3/2014 (Completed) Small Grants Program Denver Health Hospital. This grant funded a 
quantitative study which focused on opioid prescribing at the time of hospital 
discharge. 
 

7/2010-8/2012 (Completed) National Research Service Award T32HP10006. This grant funded three 
studies. Two studies were secondary database analyses of unintentional drug 
overdose deaths in the United States using the CDC Wonder Database. The third 
study used previously collected data looking at psychostimulant related deaths in 
former inmates (PI, 0% FTE). 
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